
Washington, D.C., to meet
the president, you wouldn’t
wear shorts and flip-flops
and a tight shirt with words
across the chest. When you
go to Mass, you’re going to
meet God; so, yes, I think
you should dress up.” 

Women need to reclaim
their sense of dignity,
Hammond told her audi-
ence. “There is nothing to
be ashamed of about being
a woman, about being fem-
inine. … When did feminine
become a four-letter word
anyway?”

Promoting modest dress
styles will take a concerted
effort, Hammond said.
“Moms, you have to stick
together. You have to come
up with your own rules and
decide that you won’t let
your daughters advertise
themselves. Girls, you
need to get together and

decide, ‘We’re not gonna
give in to these fashions.’”

Hammond admitted that
she does not own a pair of
pants. She wears long
dresses and skirts, even
when working on her farm
in Texas. While that might
seem drastic to some, her
message made sense to at
least some of the teens in
attendance.

“She pretty much has the
same guidelines as my
dad,” said Pauline
Seewald, 14, who said she
usually wears jeans and T-
shirts but who wanted to
buy a dress after hearing
Hammond.

Jessica Raichle, 15, con-
curred. “We didn’t really
think about shirts [with
words] being, like, bill-
boards and drawing atten-
tion. We probably won’t
wear those in public any-

more.” Seewald and
Raichle are from St.
Polycarp’s Parish in
Smyrna.

Abby Weardon of Holy
Cross attended the event
with her mom and several
friends as part of her 9th
birthday celebration. “I
wanted to come because I
like fashion — a lot!” Her
mother, Anne, thought it
would be fun for the girls.
But the experience had a
practical application for the
Weardons, as well. “We are
buying longer shorts, I can
tell you that!” Anne
Weardon said.

Pam Hammond (no rela-
tion to the speaker) organ-
ized “One Girl Revolution”
with  Lynne Sadusky. The
theme struck a chord in the
greater Dover community,
she said. 

“We initially saw it as a

mother-daughter event for
Holy Cross. But it came
together that everyone was
looking for this, that there
was a yearning for this.
Everyone we talked to
wanted their girls to dress
respectfully.”

Laura Hauss, a Girl Scout
leader from the Dover area,
brought her seventh-grade
cadets. “I was hoping the
girls would get some
encouragement, to counter-
act what they hear in their
everyday life,” she said. 

One of the girls, Laura
Mickle-Askin, a seventh-
grader at Postlethwait
Middle School, took away
some practical advice from
Hammond’s talk. “Some
things I’ll change,” she said,
“like my shorts might be a
bit a longer. But I don’t think
flip-flops are out of style just
yet.”
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Poppiti named Outstanding Young Wilmingtonian
Ciro Poppiti III has been

named the 2006
Outstanding Young
Wilmingtonian by the
Wilmington Jaycees. 

Poppiti, the proprietor of
USA Distributors of
Delaware, has a longstand-
ing record of volunteering
that includes: teaching

sixth- and seventh-graders
at Nativity Prep School in
Wilmington; advising the
Delaware Children’s
Theatre and coordinating
fund-raising events there;
managing a national tour-
ing exhibit on the treatment
of World War II Italian immi-
grants; chairing the St.

Anthony’s Italian Festival
Cultural Committee; and
spearheading the first
“Vendemmia da Vinci” fall
festival, an Italian cultural
event on Wilmington’s
riverfront.

Poppiti and his wife,
Laura, live in Wilmington
with their two children, Jake

and Louise. He is a mem-
ber of St. Anthony’s Parish.

As the Outstanding
Young Wilmingtonian,
Poppiti is eligible to
become one of the U.S.
Junior Chamber of
Commerce’s Ten
Outstanding Young
Americans. 
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